
  Revelation Session 1: 1 

Journey Through Revelation Notes 

Session 1:  Background and Introduction 

 

Disclaimer:  Acts 17:11; Proverbs 25:2  

(Don’t Take Human Instruction for Granted) 

 

Tips for Getting the Most from This Study: 

- Come In Person 

- Follow/Recap from the Recordings (YouTube) 

- Drop All Preconceptions and Agendas  

- Do NOT Be Afraid to Be Curious 

- Question and Challenge EVERYTHING 

- Practice Grace on Yourself (No “All or Nothing”) 

- Have Grace on Others (No “For or Against”) 

- Pray for Your Learning, Pray for Your Teacher 

- Take Your Christian Profession Seriously 

 

Tips for Getting the Most from This Study: 

- Keep These Notes 

- Set a Goal for Your Whole Bible Reading 

- Make the Readings Part of Your Devotional Time 

- Keep Track of Memory Verses and Highlights  

- Remember Your First Impressions (Before Helps) 

- Keep a Journal of Your Questions 

- Pray for Answers (John 14:26) 

- Group Up (Small Groups of 3 – 5) 

 

The Dangers of Revelation: 

- Not a Book About Political or Denominational Agendas 

   - Cause Divisions and Disfellowship 

   - Justification of Antagonism  

- Avoid Helps that Name the Antagonists  

  Neither add nor subtract… (Rev. 22:18-19) 

- Do Not Ascribe Personal Preferences to this Book 

- The Bible Must Change Us NOT Us Changing It 

- Begin This Study with an Open Mind & Submissive 

Heart 

 

Biblical Allusions to Revelation as Cannon Scripture 

- Isaiah 61:1-3 

- Luke 1:30-33 

- 2 Corinthians 12:1-6 

 

Assumptions and Values 

- The Bible is the Authoritative Word of God 

   - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

- The Bible is an Integrated Message  

   - 66 Books, 40 Authors, 2,000 Years (1 Message) 

   - Authored by the Holy Spirit 

   - Protected as a Cannon in 7 Councils 
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  Revelation Session 1: 2 

Assumptions and Values 

- Constructed Without the Constraints of Time  

- The Whole of Scripture Centers on Christ 

   - Every Detail is There by Design (Mat. 5:17-18) 

   - No Detail is Trivial (Rom. 15:4; Heb. 10:7) 

- “Whole Council of God” (Acts 20:27) 

- The NT is in the OT Concealed; the OT is in the NT  

  Revealed 

 

Revelation Ch. 1 (First Impressions and Points of Interest) 

 

Revelation: “The Unveiling” 

- Revealed to Christ 

- Shared with His Followers 

- “Was, is, and is to come…” 

- Special Blessing Reserved for the Believer 

- Over 800 References to the OT 

- The Final Restoration of the Creation into Fellowship  

  With the Creator  

 

Reasons for Confusion 

- Lack of OT Knowledge  

- The Explanations for Events, Symbols, Characters are 

  Explained in the Book or in the Rest of the Bible 

 

Outline of Revelation:  Major Perspectives 

- “What you have seen…”  (Ch. 1) 

- “the things which are…”  (Ch. 2-3) 

- “which shall be hereafter.”  (Ch. 4-22) 

 

Apocalyptic Literature (End of the Age) 

 - OT:  Joel, Amos, Zachariah, Daniel 

 - NT: Matthew 24 and 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21  

   (Olivet Discourse),1 Thessalonians, Revelation  

 

Apocalyptic Literature (End of the Age) 

- End of the Crisis of the Present Age 

- Day of the Lord (Reappearance & Conquest of Christ) 

- Internment and Final Defeat of Satan 

- The Judgment of the Peoples and the Nations 

- Millennial Political Reign of Christ Upon the Earth 

- Final Rebellion and Abolition of Sin and the Sin Nature 

- New Heaven and New Earth in Harmony 

 

Apocalyptic Literature (End of the Age) 

- OT      “The Savior is Coming” 

- Gospels  “The Sacrifice is Given” 

- Acts      “The Lamb is Alive” 

- Epistles  “The Bride is Preparing” 

- Revelation “The King is Reigning”  
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  Revelation Session 1: 3 

Alternating Interpretations 

- Only Relevant to the 1st Century Church 

- Symbolic Representation of 1st Century History 

- Purely Allegorical and of Little Practical Value 

- Prophetic Instruction from God (Ref. Rev. 1:3; 22:7) 

 

Prophecies of the Second Coming of Christ 

- 1,845 OT References for a Political Reign 

- 318 NT References to Christ’s Return  

- 1:8 Ratio of First to Second Coming Prophecies 

 

Prophecies of the Second Coming of Christ 

- Destiny of Israel and Jerusalem (Rom. 9-11) 

- Covenantal Relationship Between Israel and God 

- Promise Given from Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1) 

 

Types (Biblical Foreshadowing) 

- Abraham & Isaac (Father Sacrificing a Son) 

- Kindred Redeemer (Ruth) 

- Military Overthrow of a Usurping People (Joshua)  

- Tabernacle (Ministry of Christ) 

 

Author:  John (Johanan: God is a Gracious Giver)  

- Believed to be the Youngest Apostle  

- Author of the Gospel and 3 Epistles 

   1st John:  The Nature of Love 

   2nd John:  Letter to Mary 

   3rd John:  Personal Note to Gaius 

- Revelation (Apocalypse)  

 

John:  The Beloved Apostle 

- Born to Zebedee and Salome (Brother of James) 

   - Part of a Galilean Fishing Business 

   - Partners with Peter and Andrew  

   - Disciples of John the Baptist 

- Part of Jesus’ Inner Circle (Peter, James, John) 

- Assigned to the Care of Mary 

 

John:  The Beloved Apostle 

- Arrested for Preaching Christ 

  - Emperor Domitian (81-96 AD) 

- Exiled to the Mining Colony at Patmos 

- Released and Moves to Ephesus After Domitian’s Death 

- Reorganizes and Teaches at the Church of Ephesus 

 

For Session 2: 

- Read Ch. 1 Carefully 

- Journal All 1st Impressions 

- Reflect on the Significance of the Descriptions, 

  Numbers, and Symbols 

- Contact Group Members and Set 1st Fellowship Time 
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