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Journey Through the Bible:  Revelation 

Session 15C:  The Rapture in the Bible 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Referencing Matthew 24:36-44: 

   “This teaching means that the separation of the faithful 

from the unfaithful will consist in one being accepted and the 

other abandoned.  For, like the prophet (ref. Isaiah 26:19-21) 

says, when the wrath of God rises, the saints will be hidden in 

God’s chambers, but the faithless will be left exposed to 

celestial fire.” 

     -St. Hilary of Poitiers (Circa 310-367AD)  

      “In Matthaeum” In Sur Matthieu II. Ed. Jean Doignon.  

       Sources Chretiennes, Vol. 258. Paris: Cerf, 1979. 

 

Referencing I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 “If he is about to descent, on what account shall we be 

caught up? For the sake of honor.  For when a king drives 

into a city, those who are in honor go out to meet him; but the 

condemned await the judge within.” 

 -St. John Chrysostom (Circa 347-407AD) 

“Homilies on First Thessalonians.”  

In Epistulam I ad Thessalonicenses. TLG 2062.162. 

 

Hosea 5:13-15 (The Day of the Lord): 

- Israel is the Focus 

- Hosea’s Words Echo Multiple Diasporas  

- God (Christ) Left Israel Physically 

- God (Christ) Will Return Upon Israel’s Confession and 

Repentance 

 

Romans 5:9-11 (The Wrath of God): 

- The Church is Exempt from God’s Wrath 

- The Church is the Beneficiary of God’s Reconciliation 

- Wrath is Reserved for God’s Enemies 

 

Revelation 3:10 (The Day of The Tribulation): 

- The Tribulation will Fall on the Entire Earth 
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II Peter 2:4-9 (The Rescue of God): 

- Sin Results in God’s Wrath 

- God’s Judgement Against Sin is Inescapable  

- God’s Judgement of Sin is Without Mercy  

o (Ezk. 24:14; Rom. 6:23) 

o Except Under the Substitutionary Atonement of 

Christ 

- Those Declared Righteous (Under Christ) are Sheltered 

by God 

 

Luke 21:33-36 (The Rescue of God): 

- Do Not Become Distracted by Sin 

- Do Not Become Distracted by Temporal Concerns 

- Live as One Longing for Christ’s Return 

- Meet Each Day as an Opportunity to Minister 

- Remember:  Christ is Our Place of Refuge 

o God’s Rescue is from Himself 

 

“All the saints and elect of God are gathered together 

before the Tribulation, which is to come, and are taken to the 

Lord in order that they may not see at any time the confusion 

which overwhelms the world because of our sins.” 

-Ephraim of Nisibis (306-373AD) or 

  Isidor of Seville (d. 636) 

          -Ice, Thomas The Rapture in Pseudo-Ephraem.  

           Linchburg, VA:  Liberty Univ. 2009.  

                https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu 

 

Matthew 24:3-31 (The Olivet Discourse): 

 

 

 

 

(v. 3-14) The Church is Called to Minister During: 

- Political Strife (War) 

- False Prophets, Teachers, Messiahs 

- Natural Disasters 

- Spiritual Intolerance and Persecution 

- A Time When Human Nature will Lose the Very 

Appearance of God’s Influence  

o But, the Redeemed will Endure the Challenge 
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(v.15) The Warning of Daniel: 

Bdelygma:   A Foul Thing 

  A Detestable Thing 

 

Eremosis: A Making Desolate 

  Desolation 

 

A Statue of Zeus was Erected in the Temple in 167BC 

    Maccabean Rebellion (Hannukah) 

A Statue of Caligula was Ordered to be Installed in 40AD 

   Reconsidered on Threat of Uprisings (Agrippa I) 

Temple Destroyed by Titus I in 70AD 

 

(v. 15-31) The Conquest of Christ: 

- Israel is the Flashpoint 

- An Idol will be Set Up Inside the Temple and Will Be 

Visible to the World 

- God’s Judgement Will Begin in Jerusalem 

- An Unimaginable Catastrophe Will Begin 

- God Will Limit Who is Impacted/Degree (Time) 

- God’s Judgement Will Not Be in Secret 

- All Who Remain (Citizens of Earth) Will Mourn the 

Occasion 

- The Church Will Be Gathered and Sheltered 

 

For Session 16: 

- Read Mat. 24 and 25, I Thess. 2, and Daniel 9 

- What are Your Personal Thoughts on the Return of 

Christ? 

- Discuss with Groups? 

- Journal Your Differences? 
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