
 Journey Through Revelation:  Session 18, Pg. 1 

Journey Through the Bible:  Revelation 

Session 18: The Seals and the Horsemen (Rev. 6:1-8) 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Revelation Outline (1:19): 

- Write what you have seen, 

- What is, 

- What will take place after this. 

 

Heptadic Structure of Revelation: 

- Seven Seals  

o Seven Trumpets 

▪ Seven Bowles of Wrath 

 

“The Horsemen” Interpretations: 

- Symbolic Representations of Factual Events 

- Demonic Persecutors Loosed Upon the Earth 

- Created Beings who Bring Judgement 

 

Biblical Parallels with Revelation 6: 

 

Sign:    Mat.  Luke  Rev. 

Spiritual Imposters  24:4-5 21:4  6:1-2 

Wars    24:6  21:9-10 6:3-4 

Famines   24:7f  21:11  6:5-6 

Death    24:7ff-8 21:12  6:7-8 

Martyrs   24:9  21:24  6:9-11 

Natural Disasters  24:10-13 21:25  6:12-17 

 

This Model Breaks Down: 

- All the Signs in the Olivet Discourse Regard the 

Church Age NOT the Day of the Lord 

- The Horsemen are Willingly Obedient to the Cherubim  

o Some Equipped By 

- The Horsemen are Following the Dictates of the Scroll 

o Instructions for the Redemption of Earth 

o Planned by God 

o Church Has Already Been Called Up (Rev. 4:1) 

o For Israel’s Repentance (Dan. 9, Zech. 12) 
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The Scroll of Redemption: 

- Title Deed of the Earth 

- Qualifications for Heirship and Authority 

- Instructions for the Redemption Process 

- Unsealed Upon the Abomination of Desolation (Dan.) 

- Beginning the Great Tribulation  

- Anti-Christ Already in Power 

o Plural:  Leader & Prophet 

 

Other Instances of Horsemen as Spiritual Beings: 

Joel 2:1-6  Bringers of Judgement  

Zech. 1:8-17  Created Beings Patrolling the Earth 

                               Obedient to God 

 

Prophetic Image:  Horsemen  

- Military Power 

- Quickness/Intelligence Gathering 

- Judgement (Through Suffering) 

 

Prophetic Image:  Colors 

White   Purity/Victory/Conquest 

Red   Sacrifice/ (War) Bloodshed 

Black   Debt/Sin/Scarcity/Death 

Pale Green  Illness/Plague  

 

The First Seal:  Conquest (v.1-2) 

Λευκός (Leukos): Light, Brilliant White 

τόξον (Toxon):  A Bow (Semicircular Shape) 

στέφανος (Stephanos): Crown of Victory 

      (To Twine or Wreath)  

νικήσῃ  νικάω (Nikon, Nikao):  Overcome, Conquer, Prevail 

 

Three Interpretations: 

- To Assume Rulership Over (Wrong Crown) 

- To Dismantle the Existing Power Structures 

o Political 

o Social/Religious 

o Economic 

- To Destabilize Utterly  

o Anarchy  
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The Second Seal:  War (v. 3-4) 

πυρρός (Pyrros):  The Color of Fire (Red) 

- “Take away peace…” 

o Cause Others to Fight 

o Destabilize Boundaries  

o Remove Good Relations (Harden Hearts) 

- “They would slaughter one another…” 

o Political and Interpersonal 

o General Violence 

 

The Third Seal:  Famine (v. 5-6) 

μέλας (Melas):  Ink Black 

ζυγὸν (Zygos):  A Yoke, A Burden (Slavery), A Set of Scales 

Χοῖνιξ (Choinix):  Dry Measure Less Than 1 Qt.  

   Enough to sustain a person for 1 day. 

δηναρίου (Denarion):  Roman Silver Coin (1 Day’s Wages) 

- Crop Failure (Food Scarcity) 
- Uncontrolled Monetary Inflation 

- Luxury Items Remain Unchanged  

 

The Fourth Seal:  Death (v. 7-8) 

χλωρός (Chloros):  Green, Yellowish pale 

θάνατος (Thanatos): Bodily Death, The Power of Death,  

                               (Implied idea of future misery in hell) 

ᾅδης (Hades):  The Realm of the Dead, The Grave,  

                        Inferred:  Hell (Spiritual Death) 

- Orchestrates the Demise of 25% the Population of 

Earth  

o Sword (Violence) 

o Famine (Food Scarcity) 

o Plague (Illness) 

o Wild Animals   
 

Note: 

- Once the Horsemen begin their work, it is not written 

that they end on or by the opening of the next seal. 

 

For Session 19: 

- Read Rev. 6:9-17 

- Contemplate the Meaning of “Goel.” 

- Are the Souls of the Departed Aware? 

- What Have You Been Taught Previously? 

- Journal and Discuss with Your Groups. 
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