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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 4:  From Noah to Babel 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Recap:  The Thread of Grace 

- Redemption Would Come 

o From the Seed of a Woman  (Gen. 3) 

o The Family of Abraham   (Gen. 12) 

o The Tribe of Judah   (Gen. 49) 

o The Dynasty of David   (2 Sam. 7) 

o A Virgin Birth in Bethlehem  (Isa. 7) 

 

Outline of Genesis: 

Ch.   Subj. 

4   Cain & Abel 

5   The Line of Seth 

6-9   The Flood of Noah 

10-11   The Tower of Babel 

 

Genesis 4:  Highlights (Cain & Abel) 

- Both Engaged in Sacrificial Worship 

- One Offered the Prescribed Offering (Heb. 9:22) 

- One Offered the Produce of His Hands  

- God Rejected the Sacrifice of Works 

- Pride -> Jealousy -> Anger -> (2nd Murder) 

 

Genesis 5: Highlights (The Line of Seth) 

Enoch :  Antediluvian Prophet (Heb. 11:5; Jude 14-15) 

- Attributed First Apocalyptic Prophecy 

- Translated into Heaven 

- Pleased (“Walked With”) God 

Methuselah:  Prophetic Image of God’s Grace 

 (His Death has Sent/His Death Shall Bring) 

- Grandfather of Noah 

- Longest Lived Person in the Bible (969 Years) 

-  Died on Noah’s 60th Year (Year of the Flood) 

 

Genesis 6:  The Sons of God(?) 

פִלִים  ”Napil/Nephilim (Giants/Tyrants) “the Fallen Ones הַנְּ

בּוֹרג ִּ  Gibor (Mighty) Proud or a Tyrant 

- Polytheistic Religious Figures (gods)? 

- Demigods or Heroes? 

- Attempt to Corrupt the Line of the Messiah? 

- Consider Gen. 6:9 
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Descendants of Seth(?) 

- “Sons of God” (Line of Seth) 

- “Daughters of Men (Adam/Cain) 

- Nephilim: Result of Disobedience in Marriage 

 

The Hearts of Humanity (Gen. 6:5-6): 

- The Reality of the Sin Nature  

o Human Wickedness was Widespread 

o Every Inclination Turned to Evil 

o One Family Remained Faithful (Remnant) 

 

The Flood (Gen. 6:7-7:24): 

- Rained for 40 Days/Nights 

- Underground Water Sources Emptied 

- Waters Covered the Surface 150 Days 

- Ark Sailed for 5 Months 

- On the Mountain 7 Months  

- In the Ark Approx. 1 Year 

 

Prophetic Image:  The Ark 

- Remnant was “Called Out” of a Fallen People 

- Instructions Provided by God 

- Only One Means to Escape God’s Wrath 

- Only One Door (God Shut) 

- No Losses (All Were Saved) 

 

The Covenant of Noah (Gen. 8:20-9:17): 

- Began Through a Sacrifice (Clean Animals) 

- The Earth Would Not Be in Danger of Another Flood 

- Repopulate and Spread Throughout the Earth 

- The Animals will Fear Humanity (Rule Over Them) 

- Humans Become Omnivores  

- Do Not Eat Blood (Accounting of Life) 

- Death Penalty Ordained for Bloodshed (God’s Image) 

- Rainbow as a Reminder of Obedience and Grace 

 

Tableau of Nations (Gen. 10): 

- Canaan Cursed by Noah (Forbearer of the Canaanites) 

- Tribal Affiliations Used in Future Prophetic Texts (ex. 

Gog) Instead of Ethnicities 

- Shem (Ancestor of Abraham) 
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The First World Empire (Gen. 11:1-9):  

רֹד  ”Nimrod “Rebellion נִמְּ

- Founding Ruler  

- Hero of Legend by a Different Name (Gilgamesh?) 

 

(Nimrod) “…said he would be revenged on God, if he 

should have a mind to drown the world again; for that he 

would build a tower too high for the waters to reach. And that 

he would avenge himself on God for destroying their 

forefathers”  

-Josephus. Antiquities of the Jews, Book 1, Chapter 4 

 

נֵי  ”Panim “Before” Lit: “In the Face of” Funct: “Against לִפְּ

Cf. “A mighty hunter against God.” 

בֶל    ”Babel (Later Babylon) Funct: “Confusion by Mixing בָּּ

   Lit: “Gateway of (to) God” 

 

The Tower of Babel (Gen. : 

- An Astrological Temple? (Zodiac Worship) 

- A National Monument?  

- Protection from Another Flood? 

- An Invasion of Heaven? 

Cf. Gen. 11:6 

 

Confusion and Migration: 

- Scattering as Punishment for Self-Worship 

- Division by Language Resulting in 

o Cultural Division 

o Religious Division (Paganism) 

o Political Division 

o Ethnic Division 

- Almost All Retain a Universal Flood Account 

 

Two Cities in Prophetic Contrast: 

Jerusalem: The City where God is Worshipped 

Babylon: The City where People Worship Themselves 

 

Session 4 “The Patriarchs”: 

Genesis  12-20  Abraham 

  21-26  Isaac 

  27-36  Jacob 

  37-50  Joseph 
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For Discussion: 

- Share Reading and Journal Highlights. 

Consider from the Bible: 

- Has Human Nature Improved Over Time? 

- Does Increased Knowledge Mature a Society? 

- Are People of Future Times Morally Superior to Those 

of the Past? 
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