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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 14:  The Divided Kingdom 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Outline of the Historical Books (Pre-Exile): 

Joshua:  The Conquest of the Land 

Judges:  The Generation After Joshua 

Ruth:   A Story of Love & Grace  

I Samuel:  The Rise of the Monarchy 

II Samuel:  The Reign of David 

I Kings:  Solomon & A Divided Kingdom 

II Kings: 

I Chronicles: 

II Chronicles: 

 

Outline of I Kings: 

The Divided Kingdom (80 Yrs.) Ch. 12-22 

 Revolt of Rehoboam 

 The Davidic Kings of Judah (Southern) 

 The 1st Kings of Israel (Northern)  

 

Judgements Against the House of David: 

- “The Sword Will Never Depart from Your House.” 

(II Sam. 12:10) 

- “I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give 

it to your servant… I will give one tribe to your son for 

the sake of My servant David” (I Kgs. 11:11-13) 

 

Rehoboam &Jeroboam: 

 ”Rehoboam “A People Has Enlarged רְחַבְעָם

- Son & Successor of Solomon 

- Crowned in Shechem 

- Reigned 931– 913BC (Age 41) 

- Approached by Elders of Israel to Reduce Taxes 

- Replaces Solomon’s Advisers with Younger Men 

- Taxes are Increased Leading to a Rebellion 

 ”Jeroboam “The People will Contend  יָרָבְעָם

- (Ephriamite) Public Works Supervisor Under Solomon 

- Ahijah Instructed Jeroboam of Solomon’s Judgement 

- Jeroboam Escapes to Egypt Until Solomon’s Death 

- 10 Northern Tribes Rebel Under His Leadership 

- The New Kingdom of Israel is Proclaimed with 

Ephrem as it’s political Center (Shechem - Samaria) 

- Jeroboam Proclaimed its 

1st King (922-910BC) 
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The Division: 

- There Already Existed a Historic/Cultural Divide 

Between North & South 

- After Rehoboam Increases the Tax Burden Northern 

Citizens Riot Murdering an Official Adoram 

- Rehoboam Flees to Jerusalem and Organizes an Army 

of 180,000 (Benjamin Joins) 

- The Prophet Shemaiah Proclaims God’s Will for them 

Not to Engage “your brothers, the Israelites.” (12:24) 

- A State of War Existed Between the Kingdoms the 

Length of Rehoboam’s Reign  

o King Abijah of Judah (Rehoboam’s Son) Won a 

Decisive Battle in Ephrem Crippling the 

Northern Kingdom (2 Chron. 13) 

 

Cultural & Religious Competition in Israel: 

- Fearing the Influence of the Levitical Priests, Jeroboam 

Establishes 2 Temples (Bethel & Dan) 

o Hires from all Tribes to Become Priests 

o Proclaims New Festival Days  

- Manufactures 2 Golden Calves to Worship  

o Identifies them as the God who “Brought you 

out of the land of Egypt.” (12:28) 

- Levites & Other Faithful Israelites Flee to the South 

 

Political Makeup of the Southern Kingdom: 

- Judah (Capitol & Largest State) 

- Simeon (Politically Absorbed by Judah) 

- Benjamin  

- Levi (No Tribal State/Levitical Cities) 

- Religious Refugees from the North 

 

Political Makeup of the Northern Kingdom: 

- Ephraim (Southern Temple/City of Samaria) 

- Dan (Northern Temple)  

- Manasseh (1st Capitol: Shechem) 

- Levi (Unfaithful/Levitical Cities) 

- Asher, Gad, Issachar, Naphtali, Reuben, Zebulun 
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Human-Built Religion (Idolatry): 

- Systemic Control (Political, Military, Economic, Etc.) 

- Capricious Idol (Win Favor From) 

- Works Based Theology 

- Entertainment Based Worship 

- Self-Glorifying (Mythology) 

- Gradual Indoctrination 

 

God-Established Religion(Spirituality): 

- Covenantal Relationship (God Controlled) 

- Holy & Righteous God  

- Righteousness by Grace 

- Sacrificial Worship (Devotion) 

- God Glorifying 

- God’s Revelation Open for All (Scripture) 

 

The Judgement of Jeroboam (13:1-10): 

- Addressed to the Alter at Bethel 

o Prophetic Rise of King Josiah (Judah) 

o Judgement on the Pegan Priests/Prophets 

o The Alter was Broken as a Sign of God’s Power 

 

Egypt Invades Judah: 

- Rehoboam Becomes Syncretistic  

(Allows Idol Worship) 

o Abandons the Law of God (2 Chron. 12:1) 

- Tensions Had Increased Along the Southern Border 

o Judah Built 15 Fortified Cities  

- Pharaoh Shishak Attacks with 1,200 Chariots, 60,000 

Horsemen, & “Innumerable” Troops 

o Captures the Sinai Territories (All Fortresses) 

o Lay Siege to Jerusalem 

o Rehoboam Pays Tribute From the Temple 

Treasures (1 Kings 14:25-26) 

o Trade with the Southern Countries is Cut Off 

o Judah Becomes a Vassal State of Egypt 

 

House of Jeroboam: 

- Jeroboam I (922-910BC) 

o Tribe of Ephraim 

- Nadab (910-909BC) 

o Assassinated by 

Baasha (Tribe of 

Issachar) 

o Proclaimed 

Himself King of 

Israel 

o Murdered 

Remainder of 

Jeroboam’s 

Family 
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A Troubled Monarchy (Israel): 

Baasha  909-886BC  Died of Natural Causes 

Elah  886-885BC  Murdered by Zimri 

 

Zimri  885 BC(7 Days) Suicide by Fire 

 

Tibni  885-880BC  Murdered by Soldiers of 

     Omri (Rival Claim) 

 

Omri  885-874BC  Died of Natural Causes 

Ahab  874-853BC  To be Continued… 

 

The House of David (Judah): 

- Rehoboam (931– 913BC) 

- Abijah or “Abijam” (913-911BC) 

o Attempted Subjugation of Israel Unsuccessfully 

o Military Victory (Battle of Mt. Zemaraim) 

o “God Himself is with us and is our Captain!” 

(2 Chron. 13:12) 

o Secured Judah from Israel  

o Added Territory to Benjamin: Jeshanah, Ephron, 

Bethel 

- Asa (911-870BC) 

 

For Discussion: 

- Share Reading and Journal Highlights. 

Consider Along with the Bible: 

- Does Power Really Corrupt? 

- What Prevents Corruption? 

- What is the Bible’s Definition of Good & Evil? 
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