
 Journey Through the Bible:  Year of Our Lord Session 15, Pg. 1 

Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 15:  Ahab and Elijah 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Outline of the Historical Books (Pre-Exile): 

Joshua:  The Conquest of the Land 

Judges:  The Generation After Joshua 

Ruth:   A Story of Love & Grace  

I Samuel:  The Rise of the Monarchy 

II Samuel:  The Reign of David 

I Kings:  Solomon & A Divided Kingdom 

II Kings: 

I Chronicles: 

II Chronicles: 

 

Outline of I Kings: 

The Divided Kingdom (80 Yrs.) Ch. 12-22 

 Revolt of Rehoboam 

 The Davidic Kings of Judah (Southern) 

 The 1st Kings of Israel (Northern)  

 

The Idols of Canaan: 

- Ba’al (Baal) 

o Principal God of the Phoenician/Canaanite 

Pantheon 

o Generic Honorific: (Owner, Lord, Master) 

o Equivalents:  Zeus, Hadad, Set 

o Influence: Weather (Lightning), Fertility, War 

o Worship included Child Sacrifice 

- Asherah 

o Akkadian: “Female Great One” 

o Equivalents: Dianna, Ishtar, Hathor 

o Human Fertility 

o Worship Included Prostitution & Promiscuity  

 

The Quality of the Kings: 

- Does the King 

o Adhere to His Covenant with God 

o Promote the Worship of God 

o Promote the Exclusivity of God 

o Promote the Justice of God 

Israel:   Good 0 Bad 20 

Judah: Good 8 Bad 12 
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The Division of Power: 

King:   Executes the Law  

   Defends the People 

Priesthood: Leads Worship 

  Instructs the People 

  Interprets the Law 

Prophets: Calls the King to Righteousness 

  Responds on God’s Behalf to the Priests 

  Rallies the People to Return to God 

 

The Prophets: 

- Ambassadors from God to Humanity 

- “Forth-Told” the Judgements of God 

- “Foretold” the Future as Authentication of God’s 

Message 

 

Ahab (1Kgs. 16-22): 

“Father’s Brother” 

- 7th King of Israel (Capitol: Samaria)  

- Reigned Circa 871-852BC 

- Israel was Prosperous & Powerful 

o Held Moab in Subjugation  

- Married Jezebel, Princess of Sidon (Tyre) 

o Adopted the Worship of Baal  

o Allowed the Worship of Other Gods 

o Persecuted the Priests & Prophets of God 

- Prophetic Image of Weak Willed & Selfish 

 

The Prophet Elijah (1Kgs. 17- 2Kgs. 8): 

“My God is GOD” 

- Circa 900-849BC 

- From Tishbe (Manasseh) 

- Prophet in Israel (Northern Kingdom) 

- Leader of Israel’s Prophetic School  

(Sons of the Prophet) 

- Taken into Heaven by a Chariot of Fire (2Kgs. 2:3-9) 

- Will Return Prior to the Day of the Lord (Mal. 4:5-6) 

 

The Drought of Ahab (Ch. 17): 

- Elijah Declares God’s Judgement on Ahab 

o Perpetual Drought 

- Elijah Flees to the Kerith Ravine 

o God Cares for Elijah (Ravens & Fresh Water) 

- Elijah Sojourns After the Brook Dries Up 
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Miracles of God Through Elijah (1Kgs.): 

- 3 ½ Year Drought of Israel   (17:1) 

- Provision by God through Ravens  (17:4) 

- Food for the Widow at Zarephath  (17:14) 

- Resurrection of the Widow’s Son (17:22) 

- Fire From Heaven     (18:38) 

- Rain Ending the Drought   (18:45) 

- Prophecy:  Death of Ahab’s Sons (21:22) 

- Prophecy:  Death of Jezebel  (21:23) 

 

Mt. Carmel (2 Kgs. 18:16-46) 

- Elijah Calls Israel to Choose (God or Baal) 

- The True God will Call Down Fire 

- 2 Bulls to be Prepared as an Offering 

- 450 Prophets vs. Elijah 

- Prophets of Baal Offer a Sacrifice 

o Prepare a Sacrifice & Worshipped from Morning 

Until Noon  

o Dancing, Prayer, Self-Harm 

o Taunted by Elijah 

o No Response by 3p 

- Elijah’s Sacrifice 

o Repaired the Alter of God 

o Prepared the Sacrifice 

o Drenched with Water 3x 

o Elijah Offers a Prayer 

o God Receives the Sacrifice with Fire (36-39) 

- The People Choose God & Put to Death the Prophets 

of Baal 

- Jezebel Promises Revenge on Jeremiah 

- The Prophet Flees into the Wilderness 

 

The Prayer of Elijah (19): 

- “Take my life, I am no better than my ancestors.” 

o An Angel Wakes & Feeds Him 

o Journeys to Mt. Horeb (40 Days) 

o Encounters God (19:9-18) 

- Elijah’s New Commission 

o Anoint Hazel as King of Aram 

o Anoint Jehu as King of Israel 

o Anoint Elisha as Prophet (Successor) 

o There are still 7,000 Faithful in Israel 
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Aram Attacks Israel (Ch. 20): 

- King Ben-Hadad Demands Tribute  

o Forms a Coalition of 32 Minor Kingdoms 

o All Gold, Silver, Best Women, & Children 

o Ahab Agrees 

o Sends 2nd Demand  

Officers Will Take Anything Remaining  

- Elders of Israel Confer & Urge Resistance 

- Ahab Prepares the City for Assault 

- A Prophet of God Declares that God will Defend the 

City  

o “Then you will know that I am the LORD.” (13) 

o Instructs Ahab on How to Attack  

o Aram is Defeated After 2 Assaults 

o The Officials Surrender 

- Ahab Makes a Treaty with Ben-Hadad 

o Aram Returns Cities in the North to Israel 

o An Israeli Trade Center is Built in Damascus 

o Ben-Hadad Becomes a Vassal King Under Ahab 

 

Judgement Against Ahab(20:41-43): 

- God Had Judged the King of Aram (Death) 

- Ahab is Condemned to Death 

- The Kingdom Will be Taken from His Family 

 

Naboth’s Vineyard (Ch. 21): 

- Ahab Offers to Buy/Trade the Vineyard for Use as a 

Vegetable Garden 

- Naboth Refuses Citing Joshua’s Division of the Land 

- Jezebel Conspires False Charges for Naboth 

- Naboth is Dishonored & Executed 

- Elijah Proclaims Judgement (17-25) 

o Jezebel Would Die & Be Devoured by Dogs 

o Ahab’s Family Will Die 

o Ahab Will Die 

o Israel will Have Another Dynasty 

- Ahab Repents 

o Israel Will Be Removed from His Son 

- Jezebel Dies  

o Prophetic Image of Ungodly Enticement, 

Influence, and Duplicity 

 

 

 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 



 Journey Through the Bible:  Year of Our Lord Session 15, Pg. 5 

The Death of Ahab (Ch. 22) 

- 3 Years of Peace  

- Ahab Allies with Jehoshaphat of Judah to Recapture 

Gilead 

- Jehoshaphat Agrees but Insists on Receiving Council 

from God 

- 400 Prophets Encourage the Assault 

- Micaiah Prophecies God’s Judgement on Ahab 

o Ahab Jails the Prophet Until His Return 

- Ahab Tricks Jehoshaphat into Being a Decoy 

- A Stray Arrow Kills Ahab 

- Ahaziah (Ahab’s Son) Reigns for Only 2 Years 

 

For Discussion: 

- Share Reading and Journal Highlights. 

Consider Along with the Bible: 

- Is Our Society Syncretic Today? 

- Are Our Churches? 

- What is God’s Judgement on Syncretism? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 


