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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 18:  The End of the Northern Kingdom (Ch. 15-17) 

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Outline of the Historical Books (Pre-Exile): 

Joshua:  The Conquest of the Land 

Judges:  The Generation After Joshua 

Ruth:   A Story of Love & Grace  

I Samuel:  The Rise of the Monarchy 

II Samuel:  The Reign of David 

I Kings:  Solomon & A Divided Kingdom 

II Kings:  The Prophets & the Downfall  

I Chronicles: 

II Chronicles: 

 

Outline of II Kings: 

 The Path to Judgement (Ch. 9-17) 

  The Rise of Jehu 

  Israel’s Political Instability 

  The Assyrian Diaspora  

  An Epilogue of Israel 

   (Time of Jonah, Amos, & Hosea) 

 The Road to the Exile  (Ch. 18-25) 

  Hezekiah’s Victory 

  Manasseh’s Corruption 

  Josiah’s Reforms 

  The Babylonian Invasion 

  An Epilogue of Judah 

  (Time of Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum,  

  Habakkuk, Zephaniah & Jeremiah) 

 

The End of the House of Jehu (Ch. 14 & 15): 

- Jeroboam II (Coregent 793-782; King 782-753BC) 

o Son of Jehoash (Great Grandson of Jehu) 

o Conquered Damascus (Capitol of Aram) 

o Extended Israel’s Boarders to their Greatest Area 

o Zenith of Israel’s Military & Financial Success 

o Characterized by Exploitation of the Poor 

o Continued Golden Calf Worship 

o Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, & Jonah 

o Severe Earthquake (Est. 7.8-8.2)  

Amos 3:14, 6:11, 8:8, 9:1; Zech. 14:5 
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The End of the House of Jehu (Cont.): 

- Zechariah “Remembered by God” (753-753BC) 

o Son of Jeroboam II 

o Prophesized 4th Generation of Jehu 

o Reigned Only 6 Months 

o Maintained the State Controlled Idols of Israel 

o Murdered by Shallum (Army Commander) 

▪ Reigns 1 Month (Assassinated) 

 

The Brief Reign of the House of Menahem (Ch. 15) 

- Menahem (752-742BC) 

o “The Consoler”  

o Army Officer Under Zechariah  

o Refused to Recognize Shallum & Invaded 

Samaria (Murdered Shallum) 

o Became a Vassal of Assyria 

o Brutally Suppressed a Revolt in Tiphsah 

Destroying the City (Executing All Citizens) 

o Died of Natural Causes 

- Pekahiah (742-740BC) 

o “God Has Opened the Eyes” 

o Son of Menahem 

o Continued the Sin of Jeroboam I  

o Assasinated by Pekah (Army Commander) & 50 

Soldiers from Gilead 

 

The Rise of Assyria: 

- Founded in Assur (North of Babylon) Circa 2025BC 

o Assyria:  “Land of Assur” (Ref. Gen. 10:11) 

o Principle Deity Ashur: Father of Gods 

o Competitor of Hittite & Egyptian Regional 

Influence  

- Capitol Moved to Nimrud (879-706BC) 

o Nineveh from 705-612BC 

o “Neo-Assyrian Empire” (4th Empire) 

o Increase of Wealth Through Military Tribute, 

Conquest, Ethnic Dissolution  

 

Pekah & the End of the Independent Kingdom (Ch. 15-16): 

- Pekah (740-732BC) 

o Set Up a Shadow Government in Gilead in 752 

o Becomes Sole Ruler after the Murder of 

Pekahiah 
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The End of the Independent Kingdom (Cont.): 

- Pekah’s Revolt Against Assyria 

o Begins Coalition with Aram 

o Judah Refused Military Cooperation 

o Israel Plunders Judah Taking Hostages 

o Released After Rebuke by Prophet Oded 

o Isaiah Supports Judah 

- Israel Attempts to Set Up a Puppet King (Isa. 7:6) 

o King Ahaz of Judah Allies with Tiglath-Pileser 

III of Assyria 

o Judah Becomes a Vassal State of Assyria 

o  Assyria Attacks Damascus & Annexes Aram 

o Aram Is Exiled (16:9) According to 2 Kings  

o Assyria Annexes Several Northern Cities & 

Deports Their People (15:29)  

- Hoshea Assassinates Pekah 

o Captain of Pekah's Army  

o Assumes the Throne of Israel (732-723BC) 

o Becomes an Assyrian Supporter 

o Made a Vassal King by Assyria 

o Rebelled Against Assyria When Shalmaneser V 

Became King 

- Israel’s Final Rebellion 

o Allies with Egypt & Tyre 

o Discontinues Tribute to Assyria 

o Assyria Responds with Military Incursions 

o Hoshea is Taken Prisoner in Battle 

(Death Unknown) 

o Samaria is Destroyed (3 Year Siege) 

o Israel is Exiled & Repopulated with 

Mesopotamian Settlers in 720BC 

 

Epilogue of Israel (Ch. 17:7-23): 

- Kingdom of Israel (Circa 931-722BC) 

- The Charges Against Israel (v.7-17) 

o Following the Practices of the Canaanites 

o Casting Idols of Their Own (State Religion) 

o Denied & Persecuted the Prophets 

o Rejected the Justice & Terms of the Torah 

o Guilty of Human Sacrifice 

o Practiced Divination, Witchcraft, Sorcery 

- Judgement (v. 18-23) 

o Plunderers & Marauders 

o Removal From the Land 
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Resettlement of Samaria (17:24-41): 

- The Foreign Settlers Worshipped Other Gods 

o God Sent Lions to Ravage the Settlers 

o Settlers Plea with the King for Help 

- A Priest of Israel is Returned to Bethel 

o Taught the Settlers About the Worship of God 

o Some Converted 

o Many Cast Their Own Idols 

o Performed Foreign Worship (Child Sacrifice) 

o Syncretic Worship (Attempted Both) 

 

The Continuing Line of David (15:32-38; Ch. 16): 

- End of Azariah (Uzziah) 791-750BC 

o Most Prosperous Reign Since Jehosaphat 

o Ministered by Zechariah (15:3 & 2 Chr. 26) 

o Conquered the Philistines and Arabians  

o Received Tribute from the Ammonites 

o Succumbed to Pride (Arrogant) 

o Tried to Burn Incense in the Temple 

o Confronted by the Priests & the Great 

Earthquake  

o Flavius Josephus:  Became a Leper 

(Antiquities IX 10:4) 

- Jotham 751-735BC  

o Coregent with Azariah Until His Death in 

750BC 

o Constructed the Upper Temple Gate  

(New Gate of Jeremiah 36:10) 

o Subjugated the Ammonites  

o Contemporary of Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, & Micah 

- Ahaz 736-716BC 

o Coregency with Jotham  

o Attack from Israel Immediately Upon 

Coronation 

o Isaiah: Trust in God Instead of Alliances  

(Isa. 7:11) 

o Becomes a Vassal King Under Assyria 

o Swore Alliance to Assyrian Gods 

o Redecorated the Temple to Match Assyrian 

Worship 

o Offered a Son in Sacrifice to Moloch (16:3) 

o Not Buried in the Place of the Kings 
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For Discussion: 

- Share Reading and Journal Highlights. 

Consider Along with the Bible: 

- What Does it Mean to be Loyal to God/Church? 

- What Does “Finishing Well” Look Like? 

- What Spiritual Discipline Can Help Insure It? 
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