
 Journey Through the Bible:  Year of Our Lord Session 24, Pg. 1 

Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 24:  The Song of Songs (Song of Solomon)  

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

Outline of Old Testament Wisdom Literature: 

Job    Wisdom for Those in Pain  

Psalms   Wisdom for the Worship of God 

Proverbs   Godly Wisdom for Living 

Ecclesiastes   The Vanity of Human Wisdom 

Song of Solomon  Wisdom for Marital Love  

 

Bible Study Assumptions (2 Tim. 3:16-17): 

- Written by Direct Inspiration from the Holy Spirit 

o Is the Creator’s Special Revelation of Himself to 

His Creation (Supernatural to Natural) 

o Originated from Outside the Confines of 

Time/Space (Heb. 13:8) 

o Produced Under God’s Superintendence  

o Protected (Internally & Externally) by God 

(Infallible & Inerrant)  

- Inbuilt Commentary Resources  

(Scripture Interprets Scripture) 

- Instructive for All Societies & All Times 

o Fulfilled Foreshadowing (OT Law -> NT Grace) 

o Ethics Remain Unchanged 

o Nature of God Remains Unchanged 

o Nature of Man Remains Unchanged 

o Definition of Righteousness is Unchanged 

 

Levels of Interpretation: 

Practical: Intended Personal Application & Daily Living 

Devotional: Deepening Celebration & Intimacy with God 

Prophetic: Bringing Spiritual Truths into Focus 

- Speaking God’s Truth to Hardened Hearts 

- Delivering God’s Instruction & Correction 

- Foreshadowing the Coming King & Kingdom 

 

Metaphorical: Use of Poetic Language to Explain  

(Allegorical) Spiritual Truths in Relatable Terms 

(Ex. Mt. 23:37-39) 

 

Concepts of Love:  

 K’hA-mad’   (Eros)  Desire (Lust) חָמַד 

 a-hab-ah   (Agape) Committed Love‘ אַהֲבָה
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The Song of Solomon: 

“The Song of Songs” (1:1) 

Author: Solomon (Circa 940BC) 

Narrative Epic Poem (7 Scenes) 

Two Central Figures: 

- The Bride (Shulamite) 

- The Groom (The Shepherd/King)  

 

Outline: 

7 Idyls (“Little Picture” or Scene) 

- Introduction      1:-7 

1. Recalling the Royal Wedding    1:8-2:7 

2. The Bride Remembers the Courtship  2:8-3:5 

3. The Betrothal     3:6-5:1 

4. The Troubling Dream    5:2-6:3 

5. The King Describes His Bride   6:4-7:10 

6. The Bride Longs for Home   7:2-8:4 

7. The Rekindling of Love (Conclusion)  8:5-8:14 

 

Narrative: 

Note:  The drama is not told in chronological sequence 

- A daughter of a poor family of Ephraim  

- The poverty of the family forces her into the vineyards 

where she meets a young shepherd (fall in love) 

- He leaves her with the promise that he will return for 

her 

- He is absent for a long time, and she despairs 

- Word spreads that King Solomon is coming  

- She takes no notice until she hears that King Solomon 

is looking for her  

- She is puzzled until she is brought into his presence 

where she recognizes him as her shepherd  

- He takes her to the palace in Jerusalem where they are 

married 

 

Credits: 

Dr. J. Vernon McGee “Outline for Song of Solomon” 

Dr. H. A. Ironside 
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The Shulamite: 

- Possible Link to David’s Nurse Maid in 1 Kgs. 1:4 

o Tended David in His Final Years 

o Abishag from Shunem (Galilee) 

- Target of Intrigue with Prince Adonijah 

o Obtain Marriage with Abishag by Seeking 

Permission from Bathsheba (Solomon) 

o Solomon Detects the Attempted Intrigue  

o Orders the Execution of Adonijah 

- If True: Abishag Became Solomon’s Wife Prior to the 

Unnamed Princess of Egypt 

 

Summation (8:6-14): 

- The Harmony Between Desire & Affection Can Be: 

o Lifegiving  (Selfless & Protected) 

o Destructive  (Selfish & Unfaithful) 

- Universal Desire for Intimacy  

(Knowing & Being Known) 

- Physical Desire is a Divine Gift  

 

Historic Interpretation: 

- Practical:  Wisdom for the Need for Love & Desire 

- Metaphorical:  God’s Love & Desire for Israel 

- Prophetic:  Christ’s Betrothal & Return for the Church 

 

Biblical Considerations: 

- God’s Ideal & Design for Marriage is Between 1 Man 

& 1 Woman for a Lifetime 

- The Marital Relationship is Sacred (3 Partners) 

- Sex is Intended for the Security of Marriage 

- Both Asceticism (Denial of Pleasure) & Hedonism 

(Goal of Life is Pleasure) are Unbiblical Extremes 

- Biblical Love is Characterized by Mutual Submission, 

Humility Before God, Fidelity, Affection, & Delight 

 

Practical Takeaways: 

- Make Your Spouse a Priority  

- Communicate Lovingly & Openly  

- Reassure Your Love Through Service, Words, Gifts, 

Enjoyment of Each Other 

- Be Humble Toward Each Other 

- Reassure Each Other of Your Commitment 
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Theological Warnings: 

- The Shulamite was an Israelite  

o Solomon’s Other Wives Were Not 

- Solomon Marries Out of Political Obligation 

- Becomes Passionate Toward the Pagan Women 

(Deut. 17:17) 

- The King is Led into Idolatry 

- Solomon is Judged & the Kingdom is Broken 

 

The fact that historic events are recorded in the Bible, is not 

evidence that they occurred in harmony with God’s will. 

 

For Discussion: 

- Share Reading and Journal Highlights. 

Consider Along with the Bible: 

- When Did You Witness Love or Desire Abused? 

- When Did You Witness Love’s Resilience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 


