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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 31:  The Minor Prophets of the Divided Kingdom (Part 2)   

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

The Twelve Minor Prophets: 

Prophet Ministry  Date of Book         Chr. Order 

 

Hosea  Israel   c. 715 BC   3 

Joel  Judah (Return) 9th or 5th Cent. BC           (?) 

Amos  Israel   c. 750 BC   2 

Obadiah Judah (Edom) c. 590 BC   8 

Jonah  Israel (Assyria) c. 780 BC   1 

Micah  Judah   c. 700 BC   4 

Nahum Judah (Assyria) c. 650 BC   5 

Habakkuk Judah   c. 610 BC   7 

Zephaniah Judah   c. 625 BC   6 

--------------------------------------------------------  

Haggai Return  c. 520 BC   9 

Zechariah Return  c. 518 BC   10 

Malachi Return  c. 450-420 BC  11 

 

The Prophetic Message (Pattern NOT Prediction): 

Pay Attention to: 

- The Title God Uses of Himself 

o Reference to Historical Events & Figures 

o Insights Into the Divine Nature (Traits) 

o Assertion of Divine Sovereignty (Authority) 

- The Context of the Immediate Audience 

o Time & Setting 

o Geography & Nationhood  

o Direct Message (Black & White) 

o Pronouncement of Judgement or Mercy 

o Sign/Miracle/Prediction Used as Authentication 

- Potential Illusion to the Time of Christ  

(& Later the Church Age/Revelation) 

o Metaphorical Language 

o Location (Historic Significance) 

o Near Eastern Cultural Effects (Customs/Sayings) 

o Identification of Types (IE. Bronze Serpent) 

o Symbolism (Materials, Colors, Numbers, etc.) 

 

Prophetic Echo: 

History (Types) – Immediate – Christ – Future (Church/Rev.) 
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The Prophet Joel: 

Joel: “YHWH is God” or “The LORD is God” 

- Unknown Chronological Context 

(Attributed to Pre & Post Exile Period) 

o References the Greeks & a Standing Temple 

o No King Mentioned 

o Joel is Only Mentioned in This Book of the OT 

- Originated in Judah (Judea) 

o No “Specific” Sin Focused On  

(Sin Nature NOT Event) 

- Apparent Allusions to Isaiah, Amos, Zephaniah, 

Nahum, Malachi, Obadiah, Ezekiel, Exodus 

o Who is Quoting Whom? 

- Per Tradition, Buried in Gush Halav  

(Modern City of Jish North of the Sea of Galilee) 

 

Outline:  

A Past Day of the Lord   Ch.  1 

 (Note:  Ch. 1&2 Have a Parallel Structure) 

A Coming Day of the Lord   2:1-2:27  

THE Day of the Lord    2:28-3:21 

 

A Past Day of the Lord (Ch. 1): 

- Recent Locust Swarm Resulting in Disaster 

o References Egyptian Plague  

(Now Against the Sin of Judah/Judea) 

- Joel Calls the Leaders & Priests to Lead the Nation in 

Repentance  

o The Prophet Himself Demonstrates Contrition as 

an Example to the Leaders & the People 

 

A Coming Day of the Lord (2:1-2:27): 

- The Prophet Announces a Coming Judgement 

o Locust: Type for an Army of God’s Judgement 

(Military & Cosmic Descriptions) 

- Call to Repentance with Explanation on How 

o “Rend your hearts not your garments…” (2:13) 

(Intentionality NOT Works) 

o “God is gracious and compassionate…”  

Ref. Ex. 35:6 

- God Responds to Repentance with Hope 

o God will Judge the Invaders (Locust) 

o Restore the Land & His Presence to the People 
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THE Day of the Lord (2:28-3:21): 

“Day of the Lord”  

  (A)   Time of God’s Direct Judgement 

  (THE)  The Final Reconciliation of All Things 

“In those days…” (The Stage is Being Set) 

 

- The Christ Event (c. 10BC – 33AD) 

- The Church Age (c. 33AD – ?) 

o The Presence of God will Fill His People 

(Not Just a Temple) 

o The Spirit of God will Transform Them  

(Within Their Hearts/Regenerate Nature) 

- The Age of Revelation (?) 

o God will Judge All Nations & Destroy Evil 

o Establish a Justice Without End 

o Renew All Creation  

o God’s Blessing will Flow Eternally from 

Jerusalem 

(Note:  Prophecy’s Chronology is Mixed Between Eras) 

 

The Prophet Amos (c. 760-755BC): 

Amos: “Burden” 

- Born in Tekoa, Judah (Near Bethlehem) 

- Ministered to Israel (Samaria & Bethel) 

o Poetry Considered the Most Beautiful of the 

Minor Prophets 

(Book is NOT in Chronological Order) 

o Exiled from Israel by Priest Amaziah (Bethel) 

o Spent the Remainder of His Ministry Writing 

(7:13)  

o Focused on the Poor & Marginalized 

- Shepherd & Fig Farmer 

o Not Educated as a Priest or Prophet 

(Not a “Son of the Prophet”) 

o OT “Lay Pastor” 

- Contemporary of Hosea & Isaiah 

o Thought to Have Inspired Their Writings 

(Likely 2nd Oldest Book of the Minor Prophets) 

o Active During the Reign of Jeroboam II (Israel) 

o Military & Economic Prosperity 

o Disregard for God (Worship & Justice) 
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Outline: 

The Depravity of the Nations & Israel  Ch.  1 – 2  

The Sermons Against the Leaders of Israel  3 – 6  

The Visions of Judgement    7 – 9  

 

The Depravity of the Nations & Israel (1 – 2): 

- Spiral Structure Focusing on the Oppression of the 

Surrounding Nations Before Centering on Israel as the 

Worst (Knowledge of God Without His Lordship) 

(Cf. Structure of Romans Ch. 1 – 2)  

- Israel Oppressing the Poor 

o Selling into Debt Slavery 

o Denying Legal Representation 

o Ignoring the Will of God (Law) 

 

The Sermons Against the Leaders of Israel (3 – 6): 

- Israel is Chosen to be a Light to the Nations  

(Ref. Gen. 12)  

- Israel Has Rejected Its Call & God’s Punishment is 

Coming 

o Exposure of Israel’s Hypocrisy 

▪ Publicly Demonstrate Piety in Sacrifice & 

Worship 

▪ Disregard God’s Law in Loving Their 

Neighbor & Worshipping in Truth  

(Conduct vs. Character) 

▪ A True Love for God Inspires Justice & 

Righteousness (5:24) 

 

Mishpat “Justice” or “Judgement”   

 Actions taken to restore a situation to an equitable 

state. 

 

Tsedaqua “Righteousness” 

 Living by a standard of virtue that treats others with 

equity despite social differences. Living beyond reproach.  
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The Sermons Against the Leaders of Israel (Cont.): 

- Israel Has Rejected Its Call & God’s Punishment is 

Coming 

o Exposure of Israel’s Idolatry 

▪ Israel Has Accumulated Canaanite Idols 

(Fertility, Weather, & War Deities) 

▪ Israel Has Adopted Canaanite Morality 

▪ Israel will Go into Exile  

 

The Visions of Judgement (7 – 9): 

- Israel is Terrorized by a Locust Swarm 

- Israel is Consumed by a Scorching Fire 

- Israel is Swelled Like Over-Ripe Fruit 

- God Strikes Down the Temple at Bethel 

- God Promises to Restore the Kingdom 

o Image: Ruins 

o Will Rebuild the Kingdom 

o Will Raise Up a King (Messiah) from David’s 

Family 

o Will Restore the People of God (With Gentiles) 

 

Themes: 

- The LORD is a Just God who Punishes Wickedness 

- God Has Mercy on the Repentant  

o Desires to Transform Us to Reflect His Love 

(Justice, Righteousness, True Worship) 

- God’s Long-Term Mission is Full Restoration into a 

Loving Relationship 

 

For Discussion: 

Share Your Notes and Highlights with Your Groups. 

 

Consider: 

Have You Ever Known Someone Who Was “Externally” a 

Christian, But Gave No “Lived” Evidence of Regeneration? 

(Outside Church Attendance & Giving) 

Did That Person Ultimately Repent? 

What Were the Consequences? 

(Personal Relationships & Congregational) 
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