
 The Year of Our Lord Session 32 Pg. 1 

Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 32:  The Minor Prophets (Part 3)   

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

The Twelve Minor Prophets: 

Prophet Ministry  Date of Book         Chr. Order 

 

Hosea  Israel   c. 715 BC   3 

Joel  Judah (Return) 9th or 5th Cent. BC           (?) 

Amos  Israel   c. 750 BC   2 

Obadiah Judah (Edom) c. 845BC (590 BC) 8 

Jonah  Israel (Assyria) c. 780 BC   1 

Micah  Judah   c. 700 BC   4 

Nahum Judah (Assyria) c. 650 BC   5 

Habakkuk Judah   c. 610 BC   7 

Zephaniah Judah   c. 625 BC   6 

--------------------------------------------------------  

Haggai Return  c. 520 BC   9 

Zechariah Return  c. 518 BC   10 

Malachi Return  c. 450-420 BC  11 

 

The Prophet Obadiah: 

“Servant of GOD” 

- Rabbinic Tradition (Talmud) 

o Prophecies Written c. 853-841BC 

▪ During the Invasion by the Philistines & 

Arabs (2 Kgs. 8:20-22; 2 Chr. 21:8-20) 

▪ Contemporary of Elijah 

o Convert to Judaism from Edom 

▪ Descendant of Eliphaz (Job) 

o Responsible for Hiding the Hundred Prophets 

from Jezebel in 2 Caves (1 Kgs. 18) 

- Early Christian Tradition 

o Prophecies Written c. 607-586BC 

▪ Born in Shechem (Ephraim, Israel) 

▪ Immigrated to Judah  

▪ Ministered During the Babylonian 

Invasion of Judah 

▪ Contemporary of Jeremiah 

o Buried Around Samaria (Near Elisha) 

- The Book 

o Shortest Book in the OT (21 Verses) 

o Prophetic Judgements Against Edom 
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Outline: 

Context:   A Calamity Has Damaged Judah & Edom is  

Plundering the Survivors & Enslaving the 

Refugees. Obadiah Reminds Edom of their 

Kinship with Israel (Jacob & Esau). 

 

The Certainty of God’s Judgement Upon Edom 1:1-9 

The Charges Against Edom    1:10-14 

The Downfall of Edom     1:15-18 

The Restitution of Israel     1:19-21  

 

The Certainty of God’s Judgement Upon Edom (1:1-9): 

- Edom is Composed of Fortress Cities Built into 

Mountains & Cliff-Faces 

o Believe Themselves Unconquerable 

o Boastful & Arrogant 

o God’s Judgement Does Not Fail  

 

The Charges Against Edom (1:10-14): 

- Assault Judah in its time of Weakness 

- Break the Bonds of Kinship 

o What was Done to Judah will be Done to Edom 

 

The Downfall of Edom (1:15-18): 

- Downfall Attributed to Edom (& “The Nations”) 

o Prophetic Pattern: “A Day” & “THE Day”(v. 15) 

▪ Edom is a Type for a Fallen Humanity 

o The Proud will All Face God’s Judgement 

o All Will Fall Before God into Ruin 

▪ Edom is a “Type” for All Nations 

▪ Pun:  Edom (Hebrew Letters) is Spelled 

the Same Way as Adam (Human) 

 

The Restitution of Israel (1:19-21): 

- Jerusalem will be Delivered by God 

- Israel will return to the Land 

- Edom will be Destroyed 

- The Descendants of Judah will Take Possession of 

What is Now Claimed by Edom 

- Central Message:  What Was Taken From God’s 

People will be Taken Back by God. 

- “The Kingdom will be the LORD’s.” (1:21) 
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The Prophet Jonah: 

“Dove” 

- From Gath-Hepher (Naphtali, Israel: West of Galilee) 

o Son of Amittai (“Truth”) 

o Traditionally Believed to Also be His Grave Site 

o War-Time Prophet in Israel  

o Predicted King Jeroboam II Military Successes 

▪ Ref. 2 Kgs. 14:25 

▪ Counterpoint to Amos 6:13-14 

o Read on Yom Kippur (“Day of Atonement”) 

▪ Commentary on “Tshuva” (“Repentance”) 

▪ Lit. “Return” 

- “Sign of Jonah” 

o Ref. Mat. 12:38-41; Luke 11:29-32 

o Release (Restoration/Resurrection) After 3 Days 

 

Satire(?): 

Reversed Stereotypes: 

 Prophet: Angry with God Because of His Love 

 Sailors: Humble Themselves Before God 

 King:  Becomes Penitent Before God 

 

- There is a Devotional Aspect to This Book Beyond the 

Facts of the Narrative 

 

Outline: 

The Call of Jonah      Ch. 1 

- Encounter with Gentile Fishermen 

The Repentance of Jonah     Ch. 2* 

- Prophetic Poem & Prayer (Message to Us) 

The Judgement on Nineveh     Ch. 3 

- Encounter with the Assyrians  

The Scorn of Jonah     Ch. 4 

- The Revelation of Jonah’s Heart 

*Note:  Try Reading 1 – 3 – 4 – 2   

  (2 As Reflection/Commentary After the Fact) 

 

The Call of Jonah (1): 

- Called to Preach Judgment Upon Nineveh  

o Capitol of the Assyrian Empire (Israel’s Enemy) 

o Hires a Ship to Go to Tarshish (Spain) 

▪ Farthest Known Point to the West 
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The Call of Jonah (Cont.): 

- A Great Storm Appears 

o The Sailors Pray to Their gods 

o Jonah Sleeps (Gets the Sailor’s Attention) 

o They Recognize the Divine Nature of the Storm 

o Jonah Identifies Himself & Asks for His Advice 

o Jonah Asks the Sailors to Throw Him Overboard 

▪ Is He Being Selfless or Is He Trying to 

Die Rather than Go to Nineveh?  

o The Sailors Repent & Convert (Vows) 

- A Huge Fish Swallows Jonah & Carries Him 

o 3 Days 

o Jonah Prays a Prayer of Repentance to God 

 

The Repentance of Jonah (2): 

- Consider This Passage from Both the Point of View of 

the Narrative & as a Post-Narrative Reflection 

- “From deep in the realm of the dead…”    (2:2) 

o Was Jonah Resurrected? 

- Jonah Cries for God’s Mercy 

- He Declares His Own Recommitment  

o To the Will of God 

o To the Mission of God 

o To Declaring the Mercy of God (2:9) 

- The Fish Vomits Jonah on the Shoreline 

 

The Judgement on Nineveh (3): 

- The City was a 3 Day Walk in Breadth  

- Jonah Journeys Under Halfway Through (1 Day) 

- Declares His Prophetic Judgement & Leaves 

 

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” (3:4) 

- No Identification of Which Sin is Being Judged 

- No Declaration for Repentance (How?) 

- No Mention of God 

(Is He Sabotaging His Own Message?) 

 

- The King Hears Word of Jonah’s Prophecy  

o Declares a National Season of Repentance 

▪ Sorrow & Ashes 

o Even the Cows Show Contrition 

o The Pagans are More Humble Before God than 

His Prophet 
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The Judgement on Nineveh (3): 

Overturned? 

- Destroyed or Conquered (Turned Over) 

- Transformed or Changed  

 

The Scorn of Jonah (4): 

- Shouts Angrily at God When Nineveh Repents 

- Reveals that He Did Not Run from Fear 

o He Did Not Want God to Forgive 

o He Wanted God to Destroy (Ex. 34:6) 

o Asks God to Kill Him 

- God Sends a Prophetic Truth Through the Shade 

o God Sends Relief from the Sun 

o Jonah Enjoys the Vine 

o God Sends Destruction on the Vine 

o “Aren’t Humans More Valuable than Plants?” 

 

For Discussion: 

Share Your Notes and Highlights with Your Groups. 

 

Consider: 

Do You Know of Anyone Who Withheld God’s Love? 

 

Have You Ever Known Someone Who Wished Shame or 

Destruction on Another Person Rather than Repentance? 
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