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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 33:  The Minor Prophets (Part 4)   

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

The Twelve Minor Prophets: 

Prophet Ministry  Date of Book         Chr. Order 

 

Hosea  Israel   c. 715 BC   3 

Joel  Judah (Return) 9th or 5th Cent. BC           (?) 

Amos  Israel   c. 750 BC   2 

Obadiah Judah (Edom) c. 845BC (590 BC) 8 

Jonah  Israel (Assyria) c. 780 BC   1 

Micah  Judah   c. 700 BC   4 

Nahum Judah (Assyria) c. 650 BC   5 

Habakkuk Judah   c. 610 BC   7 

Zephaniah Judah   c. 625 BC   6 

--------------------------------------------------------  

Haggai Return  c. 520 BC   9 

Zechariah Return  c. 518 BC   10 

Malachi Return  c. 450-420 BC  11 

 

 

The Prophet Micah: 

“Who is Like GOD” 

- Prophet to Judah (Jerusalem & Samaria) 

o From Moresheth-Gath (Tell Goded) 

o Prophetic Ministry from c. 737-696BC 

▪ Expulsion of Israel & Assyrian 

Harassment of Judah 

▪ Reigns of Kings Jotham, Ahaz, & 

Hezekiah 

▪ Contemporary of Isaiah, Amos, & Hosea 

o Prophecy of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 

 

 

Outline: 

Charges Against the Leaders of Israel            Ch. 1-2 

The Persecution of the Poor          3-4:7 

The Restoration of Israel           4:8-5 

Greed Destroying the Land & the People        6-7:7 

Prayer for Mercy            7:8-20 
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Charges Against the Leaders of Israel (1-2): 

- Introduction to Micah’s Prophetic Ministry 

- Experiences a Vision of God’s Coming Judgement 

o Both Judah and Israel 

o God Physically Comes to Pronounce Judgement 

o Samaria & Jerusalem Are Condemned as Places 

of Idolatry 

o God will Destroy All Vestiges of Idol Worship 

o Charges Israel with Spiritual Prostitution 

o Disaster & Destruction will Befall the Cities 

▪ “A place for planting vineyards…” (1:6ff) 

o Your People will Be Sent into Exile  

- Direct Charges 

o The People Plot & Scheme to Steal What They 

Covet from Their Rightful Owners 

o Guilty of Fraud for Real Estate & Inheritances  

▪ Land is Not to Be Sold in Israel 

o Israel will be Left Desolate 

▪ Yet the Kingdom will be Restored 

▪ A New King (The LORD) will Come 

 

The Persecution of the Poor (3-4:7): 

- Cannibalistic Imagery to Describe the Relationship 

Between the Leaders & the People 

o But the Whole People Have Sinned 

o God will Ignore Their Cries  

o God will Give Them Over as a Pagan Nation 

- Condemnation of False Prophets 

o Using Their Authority to Extort the Nation for 

Riches 

o “Build Zion with bloodshed” (3:10) 

o False Prophecies Lull the People into a False 

Sense of Safety 

o Jerusalem will be Destroyed 

 

The Restoration of Israel (4:8-5): 

- But God will Restore Jerusalem 

o A Meeting Place Between God & Humanity 

o An Everlasting Peace will be Declared 

o The Word of God will Have Universal Appeal 

o Israel will Become a Place Where the Nations 

are Judged 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 



 The Year of Our Lord Session 33 Pg. 3 

The Restoration of Israel (Cont.): 

- 5:1 is the Last Verse of Ch. 4 in the Jewish Rendering 

o A King of Israel (or Judah) Will be Struck Down 

- A New King Shall Come from Bethlehem (5:2) 

o Home of David (Small but Important/Faithful) 

▪ Inferred: From David’s Line 

o King Promised from Ancient Times  

o King Who Originates from Prehistory  

- God will Gather the People Back to the Land 

- The Messiah will Act in Perfect Accordance to God’s 

Will 

(Transition in v. 5-9) 

- The Messiah will be Israel’s Peace in Times of 

Hostility (Assyria) 

o Promise? 

o Person (Future Event)? 

o Early Foreshadowing of the Trinity? 

o Prophetic Foreshadowing of the Antichrist  

- Usually Linked with the Assyrian Harassment of Judah 

o 7 Shepherds (Kings) & 8 Commanders will Rise 

o Will Conquer & Subjugate Assyria & Babylon 

- The Exiles Will Scatter the Jews Across the World 

o Yet will Prosper (v. 8 “Lion among beasts…”) 

(Transition v. 10-15) 

- V. 10 In that day (“Day of the Lord”)  

o Pride of the Nations will be Humbled 

o Witchcraft (Lust for Supernatural Power) will be 

Destroyed 

o All Idols will be Cast Down 

o God will Have His Revenge Against the 

Rebellious Nations 

 

Greed Destroying the Land & the People (6-7:7): 

- Conversation Between God & Micah (Israel) 

- God Recounts His Mercies of the Past (Ref. Exodus) 

- Defines the Duty of a Believer (6:8) 

- All Israel is Corrupted by Evil 

o Wealth More Valuable than Human Life 

o The Land Has Become Defiled  

o The Prophet Cries to God, Confident in a Future 

Deliverance 

o A Desolation is Approaching 
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Greed Destroying the Land & the People (Cont.): 

- Micah Laments Before God (C.F. Psalms) 

o There Are No Good Remaining in Israel 

o All Ties of Kindred Love Are Broken 

o Micah Still Proclaims His Hope in God 

 

Prayer for Mercy (7:8-20): 

- Traditionally Interpreted as a Poem from the 

Perspective of Jerusalem  

o Though Defeated Her Trust is in God 

o The Enemy (Babylon/Nineveh) Gloats Now But 

will be Judged Themselves 

- The Coming Hope (v. 14-20) 

o Israel Will Be Gathered Again & Blessed 

o The Sinful Nations will be Punished 

▪ Identified with the Curse of the Serpent 

o Sin Will be Defeated 

 

The Prophet Nahum: 

“Counselor” or “Comforter” 

- In Ministry c. 663-612 BC 

- From the Town of Alqosh (Lost Location) 

o Possibly Rebuilt as Capernaum (Galilee)  

▪ “City of Nahum” 

o Prophecies Focused on the Downfall of Assyria 

 

Outline: 

The Coming Judgement of God   Ch. 1 

The Downfall of Nineveh          2 

The Downfall of Assyria           3 

 

The Coming Judgement of God (Ch. 1): 

- Incomplete Acrostic Poem (Ex. Psalm 119) 

- Vision of God Physically Coming in Judgement 

o “The Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished” 

(1:3. Ref. Ex. 34:6-7) 

- Fall of Assyria (Not Directly Mentioned) 

o Quoted by Isaiah 10:14 to Describe Babylon 

- A Blessing to the Remnant of Israel (1:8-9;14) 

o Quoted by Isaiah 52:7 (1:15) 

o Those Who Attack Judah Will Be Destroyed 
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The Downfall of Nineveh (2): 

- Israel Will Return to the Land 

- Nineveh Itself Will Go Into Exile  

- Overthrow By a Rebellion from Babylon 

o Army and Chariots Bring Destruction 

o The Walls Fall 

o The City is Plundered  

 

The Downfall of Assyria (3): 

- Woe Poem:  Nineveh’s Fall Will End Assyria 

o Prostitute to Idols & Witchcraft  

- Charge:  “City built on innocent blood…” (3:1) 

- Violence Brings Destruction 

- The World Will Celebrate the Destruction of the 

Empire 

 

 

For Discussion: 

Share Your Notes and Highlights with Your Groups. 

 

Consider: 

What does an oppressive nation look like today? 

 

Do you know of a person who disregarded human sanctity 

(life or personal value) and was punished? 
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