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Journey Through the Bible:  A Year of Our Lord 

Session 34:  The Minor Prophets (Part 5)   

Remember Acts 17:11 

 

The Twelve Minor Prophets: 

Prophet Ministry  Date of Book         Chr. Order 

 

Hosea  Israel   c. 715 BC   3 

Joel  Judah (Return) 9th or 5th Cent. BC           (?) 

Amos  Israel   c. 750 BC   2 

Obadiah Judah (Edom) c. 845BC (590 BC) 8 

Jonah  Israel (Assyria) c. 780 BC   1 

Micah  Judah   c. 700 BC   4 

Nahum Judah (Assyria) c. 650 BC   5 

Habakkuk Judah   c. 610 BC   7 

Zephaniah Judah   c. 625 BC   6 

--------------------------------------------------------  

Haggai Return  c. 520 BC   9 

Zechariah Return  c. 518 BC   10 

Malachi Return  c. 450-420 BC  11 

 

 

The Prophet Habakkuk: 

“Embrace” 

- Prophet to Judah  

o Extremely Limited/Speculatory Biographical 

Information 

o Probably from Jerusalem 

o Only Mentioned in THIS Book (1:1, 3:1) 

o Writing During the Rise of the Babylonian 

(Chaldean) Empire 

o Due to the Psalm (Song) Nature of Ch. 3 He is 

Believed to be of the Tribe of Levi  

- Historical Context 

o In Ministry Just Prior to the Babylonian Exile of 

597BC 

o Power Struggle Between Egypt & Babylon 

o Josiah’s Death in c. 609BC Resulting in an 

Unstable Throne in Judah 

o Resurgence of Idolatry & Injustice 

- The Book (c. 610) 

o Lament Over Israel’s Moral Decline 

o Conversation Between the Prophet & God 
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Outline: 

Habakkuk Calls to God   Ch.  1-2:5 

Condemnations of Babylon   2:6-2:20 

The Plead of Habakkuk    3 

Synopsys Verse:  Habakkuk 2:4 

 

Habakkuk Calls to God (1:1-2:5): 

- Conversation with God  

o 2 Cycles of Complaint-Response 

- Cycle 1 (1:2-4) The Prophet Calls to God 

o Torah is Ignored 

o Judah is Plagued with Violence & Injustice 

o The Leaders are Corrupt 

- God’s Response (1:5-11) 

o Babylonians are Coming as Tools of Judgement 

o Judah (Jerusalem) will be Destroyed  

- Cycle 2 (1:12-2:1) The Prophet is Horrified 

o Israel is Bad/Babylon is Worse 

▪ Worship Themselves 

▪ Treat People Like Livestock 

▪ Devour Nations 

o Sum: “How can a righteous God use a sinful 

people as Your instruments?” 

- God’s Response (2:2-5) 

o Vision of an “Appointed Time” 

▪ God Commands Writing this Oracle  

o Slow in Coming, but Certain 

o God Does Not Necessarily Condone Their Ways 

o All Nations are Accountable to Justice 

▪ Babylon will Fall for Their Pride  

▪ “The just shall live by faith…” (2:4) 

▪ Prophetic Image (Type) for all Nations 

• “It speaks of the end…” (2:3) 

▪ Judgement: Bloodshed, Injustice, Idolatry  

 

The Violations: 

- Idolatry, Pride, Human Deification, Human Sacrifice 

o “Love the Lord Your God…” 

- Injustice, Extortion, Corrupt Governing, Slavery  

o “Love Thy Neighbor…” 
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Condemnations of Babylon (2:6-2:20): 

- Cry to God for Deliverance 

- Woes Against Babylon 

o Wealth Through Theft & Extortion 

o Shelters Themselves through “Unjust Gain” 

o Establishes Themselves through Bloodshed 

o Delights in the Humiliation of Others (or) 

▪ Drunkenness & Debauchery in Leadership 

o Those who Build Idols Instead of Worshipping 

the True God 

▪ God’s Glory will Cover the Earth 

 

Practical Prophetic Message: 

- Babylon’s Sin is Not Unique to Babylon 

o Cycle of Behavior for Any People Not 

Subordinate to the Will of God 

o Jerusalem was the Same on a Smaller Scale 

o Any Such Nation will Become Just as Reprobate 

o All Nations are Accountable to God 

 

The Plead of Habakkuk (Ch. 3): 

- Prophetic Echo  

(Recalling the Past to Inform the Future) 

- The Prophet Recalls the Power of God Over the 

Enemies of Israel (i.e., Exodus) 

- Pleads with God to Rescue Israel Now 

o Offers a Praise of Faithfulness to God through 

All Circumstances (3:16-19) 

o Intended to be Sung in a Congregation 

 

The Prophet Zephaniah: 

“Hidden by (is) God” 

- Tribe of Judah (Grandson of King Hezekiah) 

o Ministered in Jerusalem 

- Active in Ministry During the Reign of Josiah 

o Contemporary of King Jeremiah 

o Witnessed the Reform of Josiah 

o Judah’s Idolatry was too Ingrained (Manasseh) 

 

Outline: 

Judgement on Jerusalem   Ch.  1-2:3 

Judgements on the Nations    2:4-3:8 

Hope for the Nations    3:9-20 
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Note for Studying the OT Minor Prophets: 

- Chapter Ends Are NOT Always Subject Accurate 

- Small Books but Dense in Meaning  

- Use Multicolored Highlighters (Indexed by Topic) 

 

Judgement on Jerusalem (1-2:3): 

- Reflection of the Flood (Gen. 7) 

- “A” Day of the Lord 

- Jerusalem will be Left Completely Desolate 

o All Vestiges of Idol Worship will be Destroyed 

o Idolators & the Faithful  

o The Officials & Royals will be Punished 

o The Deceitful Priesthood/Prophets 

o (Future) All Sinful Humanity will be “Swept 

Away” 

o No Protection for Caste, Family, or Class 

- Seek the Lord NOW 

o A Faithful Remnant May be Rescued  

▪ “The Humble of the Land” 

▪ Reflection on Noah’s Family 

 

Judgements on the Nations (2:4-3:8): 

- Targeted at the Surrounding Canaanite Nations 

o Guilty of Military Harassment & Inoculating 

Hebrew Culture with Idolatry  

(Bloodshed, Injustice, & Idolatry) 

o Israel Shall Return & Claim the Whole Region 

o After the Idols are Destroyed the Nations will 

See a Restored Israel & Honor God  

- Will be Punished through Babylonian Cruelty (3:8) 

 

Hope for the Nations (3:9-20): 

- The Nations will be Purified “Lips of my peoples…” 

(3:9) 

o The Sinful Have Been Removed 

o The Nations will Come to Jerusalem for 

Worship 

o God will Honor the Meek & Humble (3:12) 

o The Sin Nature Has Ended & Peace Restored 

- God is Identified as the “King of Israel” (3:15) 

o The Restoration will be Complete & Perfect 
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Hope for the Nations (Cont.): 

o Those Dishonored by the World will be Honored 

in this Kingdom 

o As the People Honor God, God will Honor and 

Praise the Faithful (3:20) 

 

Next Sessions: 

Book of Esther   During the Exile  

Books of Ezra-Nehemiah  The Post-Exile Return 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi Post-Exile Minor Prophets 

 

 

For Discussion: 

Share Your Notes and Highlights with Your Groups. 

 

Consider: 

Of the Three Sins of Prophetic Judgement (Bloodshed, 

Injustice, Idolatry) Which is Foundational? 

 

What Role Do They Play in Our Culture Today? 
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